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New Covenant Academy is a private, not-for-profit, Christian college 
preparatory school located on 27 beautiful acres in Springfield, Mis-
souri.  

 

As a result of a strong academic program, NCA students  
consistently score higher on the ACT than the national, state, and 
local averages and 95% of NCA graduates go on to the college of 
their choice. 
 
This faith-based academic program integrates faith and learning at 
every level. As an independent, interdenominational organization, 
over 90 area churches are represented in the student population.  

 

New Covenant Academy - Academic Excellence, Biblical 
Truth, and Christ-like Character! 



 New Covenant Academy Clubs 

New Covenant Academy acknowledges the fact that the success of the student occurs not only in the classroom, 

but in the extended experiences offered to a student. Therefore it is a mandatory requirement that ALL secondary 

students participate in a minimum of one club. Additionally the Administration has arranged for a regular time 

within the school day (meeting bi-weekly) for participation in these clubs. It is not only fun, but builds leadership, 

widens perspective, and is an incredible opportunity for students to develop their own educational résumés. 

High School: 

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 

Chess Club 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

National Honor Society (application only) 

Student Council 

Worship Club (application only) 

Puppet Ministry 

Book Club       

Game Club            

Pinterest Club     

Middle School: 

Chess Club 
Photo Club 
Puppet Ministry 
Game Club            
Pinterest Club                         
Indoor/Outdoor Club 
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HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY STUDY 
 
There are a few key elements every successful student needs to include in a 
study plan. 

Time-Management - It is not the amount of time students spend studying 
that matters, but instead what one can accomplish during that time. 
Students are encouraged to develop a study plan and learn how to 
manage their time effectively to maximize results. 

Motivation – Students who are unmotivated and have a poor attitude will 
not be very productive during their study sessions. Taking ownership 
of grades and school work is one way to help students improve their 
motivation for studying. Students should pick a time of day where they 
can get motivated to prepare for tests, write essays and solve prob-
lems. 

Concentration - The ability to concentrate is one of the more important 
study skills students need to develop. Students will not always be able 
to study in absolute silence or be able to spend as much time as they 
would like on a particular project. It is important to learn how to over-
come distractions in order to be more focused. 

When in doubt, ask – Students need to ask when they have questions. 
Teachers, family or friends are here for help. It is important to address 
the problem area as soon as possible. Otherwise, students can end up 
having to spend even more time studying to catch up. 

 

STUDYING FOR STANDARDIZED EXAMS 
 

Standardized exams are not just a requirement for college anymore. A varie-
ty of professions now have their own standardized exams for licensing or 
certification purposes. The study skills students develop throughout school 
will be extremely beneficial as they prepare for these important exams. Stu-
dents preparing to take the ACT or SAT are encouraged to schedule an ap-
pointment with the guidance counselor to review helpful tips and strategies 
regarding these tests. For more information on test-taking, please visit the 
following website: http://www.studytips.org/1.  
1(Information taken from StudyTips.org) 

http://www.studytips.org/


 

 

LEARNING STYLES 
 
Studying does not have to be a difficult process.  The biggest mistake peo-
ple make is developing a study plan that is different from the way they 
learn best.  Not only are they trying to learn new information, but they are 
trying to adapt to a new way to learn that information as well. Students 
should develop study skills that are tailored to their unique style of learn-
ing to achieve more productive results. Students at New Covenant Acade-
my are encouraged to explore and identify their personal learning style. 
After students identify whether they are a  visual (see), auditory (hear), or 
kinesthetic (hands-on) learners, they are provided specific study strategies 
for their respective learning style.  By applying these strategies, students at 
NCA  are  acquiring study skills to help them achieve life-long academic 
success.  

 
STUDY TIPS 
 
Strong study skills are essential to succeed in school and in life.  It is not 
enough to just sit inside a classroom and hope to soak up the knowledge 
an instructor is presenting.  Students must put effort into learning, under-
standing and applying the material.  The earlier students develop these 
skills the greater their chance of academic success. Through regular class-
room instruction students at NCA are taught a variety of study skills to en-
hance the learning process. 
 
There is no magic solution when it comes to developing good study habits.  
Not everyone learns the same way; therefore, not everyone will study the 
same way.  Some people need absolute silence to review textbooks, lec-
ture notes and handouts to prepare for an exam.  Others learn better in a 
group bouncing ideas off one another.  The study skills students develop 
will be based heavily on their learning style. 
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ACADEMICS 

New Covenant Academy believes that academic excellence is best achieved 
in a Christ-centered and Christ-honoring environment. The combination of 
excellence, intellectual openness and a biblically based philosophical per-
spective is unique among educational institutions. 

New Covenant Academy enrolls students with a wide range of talents and 
interests. Helping each student to achieve the potential God intended is a 
paramount concern of the faculty at New Covenant Academy.  NCA students 
in seventh through tenth grade take the ACT Aspire test in order to prepare 
for the ACT. NCA’s senior class five year average had an ACT composite 
score of 23 in comparison to the state average of 21.6.  

Each division (elementary, intermediate, middle school and high school) has 
an academic program that enables students to develop the resources to be-
come independent critical thinkers, decision makers and leaders. 

 

TEXTBOOKS AND SUPPLIES 

All students will be issued textbooks that are the property of NCA. Some 
textbooks are consumable; however, others are texts that will be used from 
year to year.  All non-consumable textbooks must be covered by the end of 
the first full week of school. Book fines will be assessed for damaged or lost 
books. A classroom supply list will be furnished so that appropriate supplies 
may be purchased prior to the start of the school year. The Pride Yearbook 
is not included in the book fee and will need to be purchased separately. 

 
STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS AND PARENT COMMUNICATION 

At New Covenant Academy, the partnership between the family and the 
Academy is considered to be vital to the student's overall success. There-
fore, NCA offers RenWeb, an online password protected system by which 
parents may log on to their student’s online record and be provided on-the-
spot information regarding grades, homework assignments and important 
class information.  Additionally, teachers welcome the opportunity to visit 
with parents regarding their student's progress via scheduled parent/
teacher conferences, as well as phone calls and email exchanges. 

 
  



 

 

PLACEMENT TESTS 

The administrative staff will determine grade placement for all students upon 
review of appropriate placement documentation.  All new students will be giv-
en an entrance test or screening to help with this placement, unless adequate 
documentation, as determined by the administration already exists. 

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS 

Achievement testing provides both parents/guardians and teachers with an 
evaluation of the student’s general achievements, strengths and weakness-
es.  At NCA achievement tests are used as a tool in meeting each student’s in-
dividual needs, in determining how the school is meeting its goals and in class 
placements for the following year.   

 ACT Aspire Test: Middle and High School Division 
 The ACT Aspire test is given to all 7th through 10th grade students. The ACT 

Aspire test is designed to measures students’ readiness in four key areas: 
English, math, reading, and science. The Aspire also assists in gauging per-
formance for early high school students on the ACT. 

 

 PSAT/NMSQT: High School Division 
 All 10th grade students take the PSAT/NMSQT. Students who score at or 

above the 90th percentile on any section of the PSAT/NMSQT as a sopho-
more will be asked to take the PSAT/NMSQT as a junior. The PSAT/ NMSQT 
is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program. 

 

 ACT (American College Test): High School Division 
The ACT tests over five academic areas:  English, Math, Science, Reading, 
and Writing (optional).  Each area has a score range of 1 – 36.  The average 
of the four subject scores becomes the Composite (excludes the writing 
test), which is the score most colleges require for admissions purposes.  The 
ACT Composite score is also used in conjunction with a student’s GPA to de-
termine most scholarships.  
 
NCA will use the ACT as the test for measuring performance and progress 
for 11th and 12th grade students. All juniors and seniors are required to 
take the ACT at least once during each of those years. After a student has 
submitted test scores to NCA for both the junior and senior years, he or she 
will receive a credit on his/her account equal to the cost of one standard 
ACT registration fee. Students who plan to take dual credit courses as  
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juniors will need to take the ACT during their sophomore year. NCA is also 
host to the ACT three times each school year: October, February, and April. 
NCA’s high school code (CEEB) is 263-291. For more information regarding 
the ACT, please visit http://www.actstudent.org/.  

 

 SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test): High School Division 
The SAT is administered six times each school year and is used by colleges 
for college admission purposes. The SAT test covers three areas: critical 
reading, mathematics, and writing. Critical reading and mathematic scores 
range between 200-800, and it is the combined score of both of these are-
as that is the score used by colleges for entrance requirements and schol-
arship qualification.  A combined score of 1200 or higher usually places a 
student in the scholarship range. NCA’s high school code (CEEB) is 263-
291. For more information visit http://sat.collegeboard.org/home.  

 

 ASVAB--Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery: High School 
Division                                                                                                                     
The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is administered 
to the juniors in the fall and is used to discover students’ interests and to 
help students become aware of possible careers available that work with 
their interests and abilities. 
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ATHLETIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY ELIGIBILITY 

The goals of the extracurricular activities are to help develop the Christian character of 
our students; to offer the opportunity to be an effective witness of the transforming 
power of Christ to the participants and students with whom we compete; to maintain 
and develop quality programs; and to have maximum student participation. There is an 
activity fee to participate in music, sports and the high school retreat.  Students involved 
in multiple sports or both choir and band, will be billed one fee per category.  All activity 
fees must be paid in full in order for the student to participate.  Additionally, in order for 
any student to participate in any overnight trips such as band/choir competitions, FBLA 
student leadership trips, the international senior mission trip, etc. , all tuition must be in 
good standing. 

Students in grades 7-12 have the opportunity to compete in a variety of competitions 
throughout the year including fine arts festivals, mathematics, science, language arts 
and chess. Secondary students also have the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
competitive sports including volleyball, soccer, track, basketball, baseball, golf, and 
cheerleading. 

To be eligible to participate in any extracurricular school event, students must be in 
attendance the entire day unless special permission has been granted by the administra-
tion. 

. 

ELIGIBILITY RULES 

Eligibility rules of MSHSAA as well as the following NCA rules apply will be enforced: 

 

MSHSAA Eligibility 

2.3.2 Grades 9-12 Requirements:  
A student in grades 9-12 must meet the following requirements in order to be academi-
cally eligible to participate in interscholastic activities (213.0): 
 

a. Semester Prior to Participation: The student shall have earned, the preceding se-
mester of attendance, a minimum of 3.0 units of credit or have earned credit in 80% 
of the maximum allowable classes in which a student can be enrolled in the semes-
ter, whichever is greater, or a student must have made standard progress for his or 
her level the preceding semester in a special education program for the handicapped 
approved by the Missouri State Department of Education which, though un-graded, 
enrolls pupils of equivalent age.  

 

b Semester of Participation: The student shall currently be enrolled in and regularly 
attending courses that offer 3.0 units of credit or 80% of the maximum allowable 
credits which may be earned, whichever is greater; or a student must be enrolled in 
a full course at his or her level in a special education program for the handicapped 
approved by the Missouri State Department of Education which, though un-graded, 
enrolls pupils of equivalent age.  
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c. Credit: The calculation of the credit requirement described in a-1 and a-2 above for 
all enrolled students at the school shall be based on the maximum allowable classes 
in which a student can be enrolled at the member school during the normal school 
day due to the academic system that the member school has selected (7-hour day, 
block schedule, etc.) Credits earned in school-sponsored ―extra‖ classes taken be-
yond the normal school day may be used toward academic eligibility. Internet classes 
offered by and at the member school and which are completed no later than the 
close of the semester with credit placed on the student‘s transcript can be counted 
toward academic eligibility. [See also By-Law 2.3.4 (213.0-a-6(c)] regarding corre-
spondence courses.)  
 
d. Entry into 9th Grade: A beginning 9th grade student shall have been promoted 
from the 8th grade to the 9th grade for first semester eligibility.  
 
e. A student must be making satisfactory progress towards graduation as determined 
by local school policies. 

 Based on MSHSAA eligibility requirements, a student at NCA must be enrolled and 
passing seven credit bearing courses. 

 

NCA Eligibility 

1. To participate in an extracurricular activity, a student must be in attendance at 
school for the entire day of the activity, except for verified medical appointments. 

2. Eligibility will be checked each Friday beginning the third week of each semester. 
Students with two “F”’s, an “F” and two “D”’s or three “D”’s will be ineligible for a 
minimum of one week, beginning on the following Thursday. Students may become 
eligible once their grades are above the minimum requirement. The athletic director 
is responsible for monitoring student eligibility and will report to teachers and coach-
es when a student is ineligible. The student will be required to participate in practice 
sessions during this time. 

3. Students who are ineligible may not leave school early to attend games. 

4. Student behavior must be in compliance with school policy, the Parent/Student 
Handbook and with public laws. Repeated referrals of a student may be sufficient rea-
son for declaring a student ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities. A seri-
ous breach of good conduct may result in suspension or expulsion from extracurricu-
lar activities. Students suspended from extra-curricular activities will, upon a second 
violation of the citizenship standard, be expelled for the remainder of the year. Use of 
tobacco products, alcohol, or drugs will result in suspension from the activities pro-
gram for the remainder of the year. 
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The New Covenant Academy Middle School 
is founded on the belief that young people have distinct de-
velopmental needs. The life of the Middle School student is 
filled with physical, emotional, academic, and spiritual chang-
es.  

 

The Middle School program actively engages potential energy 
and abilities. Equal attention is devoted to emerging interper-
sonal skills and lifelong learning skills and habits. The New 
Covenant Academy Middle School is a place where students 
know they are cared for and are challenged to find success in 
a variety of areas. The Middle School program at NCA is a 
place of transition, where increasing emphasis is placed on 
taking personal responsibility for learning.  
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GRADE 7 

Bible 
American History /Western Hemisphere 
(alternates every other year) 
Science-Chemistry, Physics, Weather, Space 
and Life Science/ Electricity, Magnetism, Light/
Sound, Geology and Environmental Science 
(alternates every other year) 
Math IIA (Pre-Algebra) 
Math IIB (Pre-Algebra) 
English 7 
Physical Education (semester class) 
Technology (quarter class)                           
Speech (quarter class) 
Drama/Speech (fine arts elective)                               
Art (fine arts elective) 
Band (fine arts elective) 
Choir (fine arts elective)        
iThink (semester class)                    
Tech TraX (semester class)                              
FACS (semester class) 
Weekly Chapel 

GRADE 8 

Bible 
American History /Western Hemisphere 

(alternates every other year) 
Science/ Electricity, Magnetism, Light/

Sound, Geology and Environmental Science 
(alternates every other year) 

Math lIB (Pre-Algebra) 
Algebra l 
English 8 

Physical Education (semester class) 
  Technology (quarter class)                   

Speech (quarter class) 
Drama/Speech (fine arts elective)                               

Art (fine arts elective) 
Band (fine arts elective) 

      Choir (fine arts elective)                          
   iThink (semester class)                          

Sports Wellness (semester class)               
Tech TraX (semester class)                              

FACS (semester class) 
Weekly Chapel 



16 

 M
id

d
le Sch

o
o

l C
o

u
rse D

escrip
ti

o
n

s 
MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS 

Students will read, write and explore all avenues of communication arts.  Stu-
dents will explore various genres of literature and students will have the op-
portunity to discuss and analyze the literature.  Middle school English curricu-
lum focuses on continued learning about grammar, spelling, and vocabulary.   

 

ENGLISH (GRADE 7) 

This year long course is designed to integrate and enforce skills in the areas of 
reading, reading comprehension, writing, listening, oral communication, re-
flection, research, thinking, grammar (usage, mechanics), spelling, and appre-
ciation of literature. Not only will grammar be taught, but it will also be re-
viewed and reinforced through writing activities and pieces of literature. Stu-
dents will be required to complete the following writing piece (s): daily jour-
nals, narrative, informative, newspaper articles, children’s story, poetry, ex-
pository, persuasive, and a formal MLA research paper. Students will also be 
assigned eight novels and shorter pieces of literature to read, discuss, and an-
alyze throughout the school year. This course will prepare students for 8th 
grade language arts.   

 

ENGLISH (GRADE 8)                       

This year long course offers students a varied and sequential study of reading, 
writing and language. The continued development and reinforcement of skills 
in the areas of reading, reading comprehension, writing, listening, oral com-
munication, reflection, research, thinking, grammar (usage, mechanics), 
spelling and appreciation of literature.  Students will be taught grammar and 
will write in a variety of forms, (using technology for aspects of creating, revis-
ing and editing). Students will be required to complete the following writing 
piece(s): daily journal entries, narrative, opinion, informative, poetry, one act 
play, expository, persuasive and a formal MLA research paper. Students will al-
so be assigned eight novels and shorter pieces of literature to read, discuss, 
and analyze throughout the school year.  This course will prepare students for 
9th grade Introduction to Literature.   

 

 



 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

HISTORY—WORLD HISTORY (GRADES 7-8) 

Students will survey the development of world history from a Biblically in-
tegrated perspective. Students will explore and investigate cultures around 
the world with a specific focus on the Western Hemisphere, Europe and 
Russia. Each student will experience an overview of the Western Hemi-
sphere to gain a greater understanding of its people. The course is in odd-
even school years and students in 7th and 8th grade take the course in age-
integrated classes.  This allows students to receive the full curriculum dur-
ing their time in middle school, while also benefiting from the perspectives 
and experiences of different age levels. 

 

HISTORY—AMERICAN HISTORY (GRADES 7-8) 

Students will survey the development of U.S. History as a country from ex-
ploration to establishment. This course will highlight the cultural exchang-
es between the Europeans and Native Americans, the colonization of 
North America, our Independence from Britain and the formation of our 
democratic system of government, and the territorial expansion of the 
United States.  Biblical integration will be incorporated with the under-
standing of American History. 

This course examines the achievements, interactions and conflicts of 
American history, both within the borders of our nation and on the inter-
national front.  The influence of the Christian worldview on the course of 
American history is also examined.  As the class progresses, the effects of 
the hand of God in American history will be discussed. The course is 
taught in even-odd school years and students in 7th and 8th grade take the 
course in age-integrated classes.  This allows students to receive the full 
curriculum during their time in middle school, while also benefiting from 
the perspectives and experiences of different age levels. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE 

Due to the nature of a 2 year science rotation, each year is a survey of varying 

topics.  Both years (A & B) include units covering life science, physical science, 

and earth science.  Throughout the science curriculum at NCA great care is 

taken to ensure that each student is able to demonstrate a clear connection 

between a Biblical worldview and scientific principles.  

 

SCIENCE — YEAR A  (GRADES 7-8) 

After completing Year A of the middle school science rotation, a student 

should be able to: demonstrate properties of electricity and magnetism, de-

scribe properties and behaviors of light and sound, describe the structure and 

processes of the Earth, demonstrate the structure and function of the brain, 

and describe environmental science factors and how they affect our everyday 

lives. 

During Year A of the rotation, major projects may include: construction and 

electrical wiring of a scale model house, design and construction of a musical 

instrument and research presentations and papers. 

 

SCIENCE — YEAR B (GRADES 7-8) 

After completing Year B of the middle school science rotation, a student 

should be able to: describe the basic properties and interactions of matter, 

demonstrate relationships between force and motion, analyze and apply in-

formation gathered from the solar system, classify and analyze the character-

istics of living organisms, and describe healthy behaviors and interactions of 

the human body. 

During Year B of the rotation, major projects may include: design and con-

struction of atomic models, Rube Goldberg machines, and research presenta-

tions and papers. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 

 

MATH IIA — PRE-ALGEBRA (GRADE 7)        
Math IIA is a year long, grade-level math course for 7th grade students. It is an 
integration of mathematical topics designed to help students see mathe-
matics as a whole. Algebra lessons prepare students for Math IIB second year 
pre-algebra. Other integrated topics include geometry, measurement, statis-
tics, probability and proportional reasoning. Students will be challenged to 
generalize mathematics concepts and to engage in active problem solving. 
This course is a prerequisite course to Math IIB and is designed to have stu-
dents prepared for Math IIB (Pre-Algebra) during 8th grade.   

 

MATH IIB — PRE-ALGEBRA  (GRADES 7-8)       
Math IIB is a yearlong math course for 7th and 8th grade students. It is an inte-
gration of mathematical topics designed to help students see mathematics as 
a whole. Algebra lessons prepare students for first-year algebra. Other inte-
grated topics include geometry, measurement, statistics, probability, and pro-
portional reasoning. This course builds upon Math IIA in developing problem 
solving and critical thinking skills. Math IIB is the equivalent of Pre-Algebra 
and is designed to have students ready for Algebra I during 8th or 9th grade. 

 

ALGEBRA I (GRADES 8-9)              
Algebra I is a year long, high school level course that accelerated middle 
school students take during their 8th grade year or high school students take 
during their freshman year. When taken in 8th grade, this course is designed 
for college-bound students who will take four or more years of high school 
mathematics. Algebra I provides an introduction to the basic algebra skills 
needed to solve and graph equations and to demonstrate patterns and rela-
tionships among numbers. These skills are then used in application to solve 
real life problems. Students taking Algebra I in 8th grade will be required to 
complete three years of math during high school.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL BIBLE 

BIBLE (GRADES 7-8)                      
Middle School Bible is a two year rotation focusing on Bible characters who 
demonstrate successes and failures of various survival experiences. Male and 
female characters will be discussed through a variety of creative experiences 
including a study of Scripture, discussions and personal applications. Students 
will describe the importance of these survival issues, understand cautions re-
garding possible pitfalls and identify practical applications to everyday living. 
Included will be a small quiz over each character at the end of the study. 

Included within the course is weekly Bible memorization for the student to 
follow the Biblical teaching of “hiding God’s Word in our hearts”. The student 
will be given a memorization quiz weekly with a quarterly cumulative test. 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPLORATORY CLASSES 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY (GRADES 7-8) 

Middle School Technology is a quarter-long course designed to introduce stu-
dents to personal application through word processing, desktop publishing 
and other related skills.  Students will become familiar with Microsoft Word, 
Publisher and Google Docs through increasing basic word processing and 
desktop publishing skills.  Student will use such applications to further formal 
essay writing and research skills, formatting basic business documents, as well 
as creating publications such as flyers, newsletters and brochures.   This 
course will prepare students for computer courses that are offered in high 
school.  It will also prepare them for other coursework where computers will 
be used. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPEECH (GRADES 7-8) 

Middle School Speech is designed to introduce students to concepts related 
to public speaking, including language choice, audience, voice, posture, eye 
contact, and other concepts related to delivery.  Students will have opportuni-
ties to deliver speeches in class, as well as to observe others.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION (GRADES 7-8) 

Physical education is a vital part of every students education as well as for 
maintaining an overall healthy lifestyle. Studies have shown that children who 
are active for at least 30 minutes a day are less likely to develop childhood  
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obesity, hypertension and other childhood related diseases and sicknesses. 
The goal of the NCA physical education program is to promote fitness and 
healthy choices to students of all ages. Students are challenged physically 
through a wide variety of physical activities such as team sports, individual 
sports, build-up games as well as weight training. Physical education is de-
signed for students to enjoy exercising at a young age and to develop exercise 
habits that they will carry with them into adult life. Middle school students 
complete two quarters of physical education per school year.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL  iThink (GRADES 7-8)                   
The purpose of this course is to increase and improve critical thinking, specifi-
cally as it relates to math problem solving. Class activities will focus on stu-
dent-based learning and immediate feedback/reinforcement in a fun and ex-
citing learning environment. This course will use hands on learning and crea-
tive thinking activities to assist students in moving toward and achieving a 
comprehensive understanding of pre-algebra concepts. This course is highly 
recommended for all students taking Math IIA and Math IIB.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS WELLNESS (GRADES 7-8)                      
This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to learn weight 
training techniques used for obtaining ideal physical fitness and improving 
athletic performance. Students will learn the basic fundamentals of weight 
training, strength training, and overall fitness training and conditioning.   

MIDDLE SCHOOL TECH TRAX (GRADES 7-8)                  
This project-based course will explore the many facets of technology though 
the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math) model. Topics 
will include: how computers work and communicate; digital citizenship and 
online safety; creating, collaborating and connecting using GAFE; creating stu-
dent portfolio websites; using online simulation models; an introduction to 
digital media creation; and photography/videography basics. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE (GRADES 7-8) 
This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to explore essen-
tial pathways related to Family and Consumer Sciences. Students will be in-
troduced to food and nutrition sciences, childcare, interior design, clothing 
and textile construction, fashion design and merchandising, consumerism and 
family relationships.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL FINE ARTS 

MIDDLE SCHOOL DRAMA/SPEECH (GRADES 7-8) 

By engaging the students in a series of participatory exercises and selected 
research and writing opportunities, the student will achieve a moderate 
level of proficiency in interpretive skills for reading, speaking and 
acting. Examples of the course exercises include: improvisation, storytell-
ing, theatre vocabulary, theatre related research and group presentations 
as well as a number of other  exercises. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ART (GRADES 7-8)                 
Middle school art is taught from the Discipline Based Art Education (DBAE) 
perspective in which students learn four art disciplines: production 
(Studio), art criticism, aesthetics, and art history. This is a year-long course 
in art, where each quarter will feature an artist, time period or culture 
along with a specific element or principle of art. Art media covered in the 
curriculum includes painting, drawing, sculpture, collage, printmaking, 
photography and ceramics. Hands-on activities provide students opportu-
nities to practice creative and critical problem-solving. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MUSIC (GRADES 7-8)         
Students in 7th and 8th grade at New Covenant Academy have the oppor-
tunity to explore and develop interests and talents in both band and choir 
during their years of middle school. Middle school band meets three days 
a week and Warrior Chorus meets two days a week for the entire academ-
ic year.  

The middle school music program at NCA is a building block for our highly 
successful high school music program. Students are exposed to various 
styles of music, taught sight-reading skills and have the opportunity to 
perform with our high school ensembles in concerts and with our confer-
ence band and choir clinics.                           

Middle school band students work on developing musicianship on their 
respective instruments and have the chance to participate in honors band 
(by audition) with other local middle schools as well as solo and small en-
semble music festivals.  
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Students who participate in Warrior Chorus continue a tradition of excel-
lence that includes Superior Ratings at area musical festivals and "Best 
Overall Middle School Choir" awards. Warrior Chorus singers also have the 
opportunity to participate in district honors choir in the spring semester 
with other local middle schools. 
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New Covenant Academy’s High School college preparatory 
curriculum includes rigorous academics from a Biblical perspec-

tive. Students are challenged to achieve their full potential intended 
by God via faculty who genuinely care about their progress and well-
being.  

 
Parents are informed of a student´s progress through mid-quarter re-
ports, quarterly report cards, and formal and informal  
conferences. In addition, parents and prospective students are  
invited to visit and observe classrooms by prior arrangement with 
the Admissions Officer. 



 

 

DEVELOPING A PERSONAL PLAN OF STUDY  

FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

 

ESTABLISHING GOALS 

Beginning in the 8th grade, students will work with the guidance counselor to 
determine which high school courses will prepare them for college and ca-
reer readiness. Students are encouraged to select high school courses that 
not only meet selective college admission requirements, but courses that are 
purposeful and focused on future career goals. Students will develop a four-
year plan of study with the help of their guidance counselor and parents. 
Personal plans of study will be reviewed and revised each spring to assure 
students are on track for high school graduation as well as being prepared to 
meet college and career goals.  

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER PLANNING 

Students at NCA are encouraged to identify and evaluate their own interests, 
abilities and goals. The guidance counselor is available to assist students with 
the decisions they must make in planning for high school, college and career. 
NCA’s guidance counselor can help students discover and use a variety of in-
formation about college and career programs of study, as well as materials 
designed to assist in learning more about themselves. Assessments (i.e. ACT 
Aspire, ACT, ASVAB, Missouri Connections) provide information from which 
the guidance counselor and students plan a program of studies leading to a 
meaningful career.   
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DUAL CREDIT 

NCA offers dual credit courses to juniors and seniors through its partnership 
with Missouri State University and Drury University.  Dual credit enrollment 
satisfies the high school graduation requirement as well as earns the student 
college credits.  Currently NCA offers 38 dual credit hours on its campus 
from the following departments: English, Mathematics, Biomedical Sciences, 
Physics and Spanish. Through a partnership with Drury University, NCA also 
offers 39 dual credits that can be taken online. Students choosing to partici-
pate in the dual credit program are required to pay additional tuition fees 
directly to MSU and/or Drury University.  The cost  for a dual credit course is 
$70.00-$80.00 per credit hour. Below are some of the benefits that dual 
credit students receive1 :  

 Take classes during normal high school hours earning both high school and uni-
versity credit for completed courses. 

 Enjoy the same university benefits as other MSU/Drury students including ac-
cess to the library, writing and computer center, free sporting events, bowling, 
racquetball and more! 

 Earn credit hours that are applicable toward a degree at MSU/Drury and are 
generally transferable to other accredited colleges and universities. Please 
note: Because each institution establishes its own transfer credit policies, 
MSU/Drury cannot guarantee transfer of credit to another university. 

 MSU and Drury are fully accredited by the North Central Association of Colleg-
es and Secondary Schools.                

 At the successful completion of the MSU dual credit program, students may be 
eligible for the Missouri State Advantage Scholarship in the amount of $1000
(renewable for a total of two years). 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT   

With prior approval from the guidance counselor and secondary principal, 
NCA students may take courses at any of the local colleges/universities. 
When approved, these courses can be used to satisfy high school graduation 
requirements. NCA follows DESE (Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education) guidelines regarding the credit equivalency of college courses 
(i.e. a 3 credit hour college course would be equivalent to .5 high school 
credits). 
1 Source: http://dualcredit.missouristate.edu/  

http://dualcredit.missouristate.edu/dualcreditscholarship.htm


 

 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES                    

Students wishing to earn high school credit through correspondence courses, 
must have the course approved by the guidance counselor and the secondary 
principal. In general, courses will only be approved if NCA is not currently 
offering the course and the course meets the academic expectations of NCA. 
All correspondence programs must be approved through a state or regional 
accrediting agency.  

 

TRANSFER CREDITS 

Transfer credits will be evaluated in the form of official school transcripts or grade 
cards. Assessment of credits will be made individually and valid credits will be add-
ed to the student’s NCA transcript marked “Where Earned”. Approved home school 
courses will also be individually evaluated and valid credits will be accepted. NCA 
reserves the right to verify student mastery of skill through standardized testing. 

 

DUPLICATE CREDIT COURSES        
Courses in vocal and instrumental music, physical education, yearbook, jour-
nalism, art and drama may be taken for duplicate credit.  

 

REPEATED COURSES 

Students wishing or needing to repeat a course must meet with the guidance 
counselor to assure correct course placement. Students (9-12) repeating a 
courses for which grades of an “F” or “D” were originally earned will have the 
highest grade calculated into their GPA. The student’s transcript will show 
that the course was taken twice; however, the original grade will reflect an 
“R” in front of the original letter grade to denote that the course has been re-
peated. Only the grade for the highest attempt will be calculated into the stu-
dent’s GPA and credit will be awarded only once. Students earning a grade of 
“C” or better will be allowed to repeat these courses for elective credit. In 
cases where a student has earned a “C” or better and he/she has chosen to 
repeat the course, the original grade will remain and the second grade will be 
reflected as an elective credit on the transcript. Both grades will be calculated 
into the student’s GPA. 
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DROPPING COURSES/SCHEDULE CHANGES 

Secondary students may change/drop courses within the first two weeks of a 
semester with no grade penalty. Students who choose to change/drop a 
course after the first two weeks of a semester will receive an “F” on their 
transcript. Students wishing to change/drop a course must obtain a course 
change form from the guidance counselor. All impacted teachers as well as 
the student’s parent/guardian must sign the form before a student’s sched-
ule can be changed. 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

Any student who fails a required graduation course must make up necessary 
credits in an approved summer school program (refer to Repeated Courses). 
Students wishing to take summer school due to  schedule conflicts (9 or more 
courses in a given school year), may schedule an appointment with the guid-
ance counselor to discuss summer school options. All summer school courses 
must be approved by the guidance counselor and the secondary principal. 
Students attending NCA with an ISP (Individual Service Plan) will have an op-
portunity to discuss summer school options during the student’s annual re-
evaluation. The SST (Student Support Team) will make recommendations re-
garding the best summer school courses for these students. 

 

RECORDS AND TRANSCRIPTS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) establishes the right of 
parents to have access to their children’s school records and limits the disclo-
sure of personally-identifiable information from school records without pa-
rental consent.  If a student is eighteen years of age or attending a post-
secondary institution, he/she may exercise these rights on his/her own be-
half. 

Students may request, without parental consent, to have their transcripts re-
leased to prospective colleges/universities. Students may also request tran-
scripts for the purpose of meeting scholarship application requirements.  Stu-
dents may request transcripts by completing a transcript request form locat-
ed in the Guidance Office.  



 

 

GRADUATION HONORS AND DESIGNATIONS 

HONORS 

Valedictorian- the student(s) who graduate(s) with the highest grade point aver-
age (GPA).  The Valedictorian wears a gold cord during commencement. In or-
der to represent NCA as Valedictorian, the student must have attended NCA during 
the full two years prior to graduating (11th and 12th grade). 

Salutatorian- the student(s) who graduate(s) with the second highest GPA. A red 
cord is worn by the salutatorian during commencement. In order to represent NCA 
as Salutatorian, the student must have attended NCA during the full two years pri-
or to graduating (11th and 12th grade). 

NCA Honor Scholar- students who graduate with a cumulative GPA of 3.85 or 
above receive the honor of NCA Honors Scholar and will wear a white cord during 
commencement. 

NCA Scholar- students who graduate with a cumulative GPA of 3.7 or 3.84 receive 
the honor of NCA Scholar and will wear a silver cord during commencement. 

 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
NHS members in good standing will wear an NHS stole during graduation. Mem-
bership in NHS is by invitation and application. In addition to demonstrating Lead-
ership, Service, Scholarship, and Character, prospective members are also required 
to maintain a 3.65 cumulative GPA. 

 

ACADEMIC DESIGNATION                  
Students who wish to graduate with an Academic Designation must maintain a 3.5 
or above GPA and must complete a total of 19 credits at NCA in the areas of Lan-
guage Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Foreign Language.  Students 
earning the academic designation must complete four credits in the area of mathe-
matics. Students graduating with Academic Designation will wear a bronze cord 
during the commencement ceremony. 

 

FINE ARTS DESIGNATION 

 Maintain a 3.0 or above grade point average. 

 Complete a minimum of 8 credits of fine arts courses from NCA. 

 Complete an internship in a fine arts related field to fulfill one of the two re-
quired practical arts credits. 

Students who receive the honor of Fine Arts Designation will wear a blue cord dur-
ing the commencement ceremony. 
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HONOR ROLL POLICY             
There will be two Honor Roll periods.  The first period will be quarterly.  Students 
qualifying for this Honor Roll period will have their names listed in the school news-
letter or on the school bulletin board.  The second period will be by the semester.  
Students qualifying for this Honor Roll period will receive a bumper sticker (one per 
year) and/or a certificate (one per semester).  

The Honor Roll groupings will be as follows: 

Chief Academic Officer’s List  4.0 GPA 

Principal’s List  3.6-3.99 GPA 

Academic Honors  3.0-3.59 GPA 

 

CALCULATING A STUDENT’S GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)  

High school credit is awarded by semester; therefore, only semester grades will be 
used to calculate the student’s GPA (this includes grades earned through an ap-
proved correspondence or summer school course). Since NCA provides a rigorous 
curriculum to all of its students, the school does not use a weighted scale when cal-
culating GPAs.  Below is the grading scale used by NCA to calculate a student’s GPA: 

A+, A, A- = 4.00     D+, D, D- = 1.00  

B+, B, B-  = 3.00     F = 0.00 

C+, C, C-  = 2.00  

 

CLASSIFICATION OF STUDENTS 

Promotion of students to the next grade level is determined by satisfactory pro-
gress and developmental readiness. 

In middle school (7-8), promotion will be based upon satisfactory completion of the 
core subjects (English, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and Bible). Students 
with more than one “F” for a semester grade (core subjects) will not be promoted 
without the permission of the secondary principal. 

In high school (9-12), the number of credits earned determines grade placement as 
follows: 

 To be classified as a sophomore a student must have earned 7 credits 

 To be classified as a junior a student must have earned 14 credits 

 To be classified as a senior a student must have earned 21 credits 



 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 Language Arts 4 Units 

Mathematics 3 or 4 Units* 

Science 3 or 4 Units* 

Bible 
4 Units (1 Unit for each year of      at-

tendance at NCA) 

Social Studies 

3 Units (1 Unit must be American His-

tory and ½ Unit must be American 

Government) 

Foreign Language 2 Units 

Fine Arts 1 Unit 

*Practical Arts 2 Units 

*Speech ½ Unit 

*Personal Finance ½ Unit 

Physical Education 1 Unit 

Health ½ Unit 

Electives 
2 1/2 Units (to be taken from any of 

the above areas) 

 Math and Science must total 7 Units 
 Personal Finance and Speech meet requirements for Practical Arts 
 1 unit is equivalent to one school year and 1/2 unit is equivalent to one semester 
 Speech is a graduation requirement effective the class of 2017 
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12th 
 

11th 

Life of Christ 

Fundamentals of Writing 

Math (Algebra I or Geometry) 

Foundations to Physics/ Chemistry 

Foreign Language (Spanish I) 

Fine Arts (Art, Band, Choir or  

Drama)    

Health/Speech    

Physical Education  
 
 

Survey of Old Testament 

World Literature 

Math (Geometry or Algebra II) 

Biology 

Foreign Language (Spanish II) 

Fine Arts or Practical Arts 

World History 

Elective 

 

 

Survey of New Testament 

DC Intro to Literature or American 
Literature 

Math (Alg. II, Advanced Math or  
College Algebra) 

Chemistry or DC Physics 

American History 

DC Spanish III 

Practical Arts  or Fine Arts  

Elective 

 

Apologetics 

DC Composition I/II or British        
Literature 

College Algebra or DC Calculus  

Geology/Oceanography or 

DC Anatomy and Physiology  

Personal Finance/ Senior Capstone 

DC Spanish IV 

Practical Arts or Fine Arts 

Government/Economics 

 

 

9th 
 

10th 

SAMPLE HIGH SCHOOL PLAN OF STUDY 



 

 

BIBLE - 1 UNIT/ YEAR OF ATTENDANCE 

LIFE OF CHRIST (GRADE 9) 

Life of Christ is a freshman level Bible course in which students focus primarily 
on the life of Christ from pre-creation to heavenly reign. This study is a chrono-
logical, synthetic study of the four Gospel records, emphasizing the time, 
place, circumstances, and persons involved in the events of Jesus’ life and min-
istry, with a view to a fuller understanding of the significance of His words and 
works. Attention is also given to exploring faith and discipleship throughout 
the year. (1.0 Unit) 

 

SURVEY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (GRADES 10-11) 

This class is a walkthrough of the New Testament as a means to understanding 
the character of God, what Christ did for humanity and how Christians are to 
live out their lives in accordance to His Word.  Students will examine each 
book of the New Testament, while emphasis is placed on key characters and 
events.  Jewish cultural influences and the background of each book will also 
be kept in focus for proper hermeneutics. (1.0 Unit) 

 

SURVEY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT (GRADES 10-11) 

This class is a walkthrough of all the books of the Old Testament as a means of 
understanding the character of God.  Students will get a feel for the manners 
and customs of Jewish life as well as an understanding of the geography of the 
Near East.  Focus will also be placed on specific characters within the Old Tes-
tament as a means of knowing how God works in individual situations. (1.0 
Unit) 

 

APOLOGETICS (GRADE 12) 

This class is designed to be a collaboration of everything the student has ever 
learned about the Bible.  Students knowledge of Christianity will be put to the 
test by examining and comparing it to other worldviews.  The Christian faith 
will be examined through subjects such as: philosophy, biology, psychology, 
law and government.  The course also includes discussions on topics that are 
typically labeled as “controversial” or “gray” areas of the Bible (moral top-
ics).  During this same time, students will also organize their thoughts and 
efforts towards the location of their senior mission trip. (1.0 Unit) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES—3 UNITS 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY (GRADES 9-12) 

This course examines the achievements, interactions and conflicts of Ameri-
can history both within the borders of our nation and on the international 
stage from the Civil War era to the present day.  The influence of the Christian 
worldview on the course of American history is also examined.  As the class 
progresses, the effects of the hand of God in American history will be dis-
cussed. (1.0 Unit) 
 

WORLD HISTORY (GRADES 9-12) 

World History examines the record of God’s creation of, plan for, and interac-
tion with mankind, as well as the development of man’s social, political, eco-
nomic, and religious institutions.  Study topics include the impact of signifi-
cant individuals, ideas, groups, events and interactions throughout the course 
of history.  In addition, the effects of man’s interactions with God, both posi-
tive and negative, will be explored. (1.0 Unit) 
 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS (GRADES 11-12) 

This course devotes one semester to an examination of the development of 
the American system of government.  It also examines the rights and respon-
sibilities granted to each citizen under that system.  The influence of the 
Christian worldview on the development of the American republic will be as-
sessed, and other influences such as the Classical influence, the British tradi-
tion and Enlightenment thought will also be examined.  A second semester is 
devoted to the examination of the theory and practice of economics.  In addi-
tion, the wisdom of Scripture as applied to economic decision-making will be 
explored.  Both the United States Constitution test and the Missouri Constitu-
tion test must be passed for successful completion of the government portion 
of the class. (1.0 Unit) 



 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS – 4 UNITS 
 

FUNDAMENTALS OF LITERARY WRITING (GRADE 9) 
Fall Semester -- Basic Grammar and Composition 
This semester emphasizes the basics of Edited Standard English.  Punctuation, 
capitalization, usage, grammar, sentence types, sentence variety and such will be 
practiced both in isolation and within excerpts from literature.  The five-
paragraph essay will dominate the composition structure with varying topics of 
information, persuasion or description. 

 
Spring Semester -- Drama: Shakespearean and Modern 
The spring semester first introduces students to the language’s premier drama-
tist, William Shakespeare.  Students will study Shakespeare himself, the historical 
time in which he wrote and the Globe Theatre for which he was so famous.  Ro-
meo and Juliet will be the major work read at this level.  Students will study the 
content and the form in which this drama was written: as a poem in iambic pen-
tameter.  Modern drama will finish this semester with a couple of modern plays.  
Thematically related poetry will be integrated into this course as well.  Acting, 
oral interpretation, lecture, translation of text and discussion will be used to un-
derstand the material. (1.0 Unit) 

 

WORLD LITERATURE (GRADE 10) 
Fall Semester – Introduction to essay writing  
In this semester the student will focus on various essay skills applicable to be-
coming a capable writer. We emphasize the composition process, analyze various 
literature the explore and use collaborative learning (such as peer workshopping) 
to help students best learn these strategies. The students will also read Julius 
Caesar incorporating it into a Reader’s Theatre which will help the student better 
understand the Shakespearean writing. They will also read Lord of the Flies and 
relate it to real world circumstances. 
 
Spring Semester- Introduction to Research & Poetry 
Students will dive into the research process this semester. They will practice 
writing revisions by doing multiple drafts. They will continue learning about MLA 
format, in-text citing, and the work cited page. Students will also read the Count 
of Monte Cristo during this semester. We will finish the semester by exploring all 
of the different forms of poetry, and each student will finish a bound poetry an-
thology of their pieces. (1.0 Unit) 
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AMERICAN LITERATURE (GRADES 11-12) 
Fall Semester -- The American Novel: 1900-2004  
This literature course focuses on American authors working within the novel 
genre.  Thematically related poetry will be integrated in this study as well. Stu-
dents will read three novels and various excerpts from novels in this time peri-
od in order to observe the variety of writing style and appreciate the beauty of 
the human journey experience.  Some of the novels that will be read include:   
Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby,  Arthur Miller’s The Crucible and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. 

 
Spring Semester -- Analytical/Research Writing 
The 5-paragraph essay analyzing various genre of literature will be the single 
focus of the analytical writing portion of the course.  Creative writing will en-
compass both poetry and journaling. (1.0 Unit) 
 

BRITISH LITERATURE (GRADES 11-12) 
Fall Semester -- The British Experience 
The origins of our English language are traced by the earliest written pieces of 
literature.  A study of the chronology of the language’s growth from Old Eng-
lish through Middle English and on to Modern English is incorporated with the 
literature studied.  We begin with Macbeth, Caedmon’s Hymn and Beowulf 
and trace English literature through Oscar Wilde in the 1800’s. We read the fol-
lowing novels: Frankenstein, 1984 and Jane Eyre. 
 
Spring Semester -- Analytical/Research Writing 
The 5-paragraph essay analyzing various genre of literature will be the single 
focus of the analytical writing portion of the course.  Creative writing will en-
compass both poetry and journaling. (1.0 Unit) 
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DUAL- CREDIT CLASSES WITH MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 
ENG 110 AND ENG 210 COMPOSITION I/II (GRADE 12) 
Fall Semester 
English 110 focuses on critical reading and writing skills applicable to writing with-
in and beyond the college community; it emphasizes the composition processes, 
argumentation of diverse issues and collaborative learning (such as peer work-
shopping). 
During the semester, students will complete six major writing assignments repre-
senting a variety of genres in academic writing. As a part of these writing assign-
ments, they will also practice revision by completing multiple drafts of each major 
assignment. In addition to major writing assignments, students will complete addi-
tional short writing assignments and exercises; participate in large and small group 
discussions, mini-lessons, and exercises; read texts representing several disci-
plines; attend and participate in peer writing workshops; and research using the 
library and internet. 
 

Spring Semester: 210                        
English 210 (prerequisite ENG 110) focuses on the study and practice of the dis-
course conventions of academic writing and writing about public affairs from the 
perspective of an educated person. Students will also prepare for writing within 
various disciplines.                                    
During the semester, students will complete four major writing assignments and 
one major visual documentary. As a part of these writing assignments, they will 
also practice revision by completing multiple drafts of each major assignment. In 
addition to major writing assignments, students will complete additional short 
writing assignments and exercises; participate in large and small group discussions, 
mini-lessons, and exercises; read texts representing several disciplines; attend and 
participate in peer writing workshops; and research using the library and internet. 
With the completion of these courses, students have the option to earn six college 
credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 

 

ENG 200: INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE (GRADE 11) 
English 200 is designed especially for students new to the study of literature. We 
will explore the influences between literature and culture; how culture affects its 
literature; how literature affects culture; and how earlier literary influences affect 
later ones both within and between cultures. We will look at literature in the 
broadest sense through writing, film, and music, and we will explore the literary 
areas of myth, poetry, short fiction, novels, nonfiction and drama from the time of 
oral storytelling until the present day. With the completion of this course, students 
have the option to earn three college credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 
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MATH — 3 OR 4 UNITS 
 

ALGEBRA I (GRADE 8-9) 
This course is designed to strengthen the understanding of basic properties 
of real numbers and use those properties with variables.  Most of the topics 
in Algebra I involve solving equations or learning concepts to use in solving 
equations.  The students will solve linear equations, systems of equations 
and quadratic equations.  Graphing, word problems and functions are also 
included in the course.(1.0 Unit) 
 

GEOMETRY (GRADES 9-10) 
Geometry is a course that studies figures and spatial relationships.  A large 
part of Geometry includes using deductive thinking skills.  Logic will be used 
in studying these geometric figures in one, two and three dimensions.  The 
students should be able to see these relationships in the real world.  Topics 
include proof, lines, angles, triangles, polygons, simple trigonometry, circles, 
area, perimeter, surface area and volume. (1.0 Unit) 
 

ALGEBRA II (GRADES 10-11) 
Algebra II is a course that expands on the topics of Algebra I and provides 
further development of the concepts of function.  The expanded topics of 
the course include the theorems and algorithms of algebra, polynomials, pol-
ynomial functions, rational exponents, the complex numbers, logarithms and 
the properties and graphs of conic sections.  Cubic, quartic and quintic equa-
tions are solved. (1.0 Unit) 
 

ADVANCED MATH (GRADES 11-12) 
The Advanced Math course continues the study of algebra by including top-
ics of functions, inequalities, exponents, complex numbers, logarithms and 
analytic geometry.  Trigonometry and its applications is a major part of the 
course.  Discrete mathematic topics included are vectors, sequences, series 
and matrices.  This course meets the prerequisite for calculus. (1.0 Unit) 
 



 

 

DUAL CREDIT CLASSES WITH MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
COLLEGE ALGEBRA—MTH 135 (GRADES 11-12) 
This course is the standard college-level algebra.  The course may be taken as 
a dual credit class with Missouri State University.  Students who wish to take 
this course for college credit must either have a 22 or above on the math sec-
tion of the ACT exam or make an acceptable score on the MSU Math Place-
ment Test.  College algebra includes the study of linear and quadratic equa-
tions; inequalities and their applications; polynomial, rational, exponential 
and logarithmic functions; and systems of equations.  Graphing is a major part 
of the curriculum.  An emphasis is also placed on reasoning and problem solv-
ing. With the completion of this course, students have the option to earn three 
college credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 
 

ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY AND CALCULUS—MTH 261 (GRADE 12) 
Calculus introduces the study of limits and continuity; derivative and its appli-
cations; the integral and area between curves; derivatives, integrals and 
graphs of inverse functions, with emphasis on logarithmic and exponential 
and inverse trigonometric functions.  This course provides a foundation for 
the study of higher level mathematics and mathematics related areas.  Stu-
dents will also acquire a deeper understanding of algebra, geometry, trigo-
nometry and their interrelationships with calculus.  The course may be taken 
as a dual credit class with Missouri State University.  In order to enroll in MTH 
261 a student must have an ACT Math score of 28 or higher or make an ac-
ceptable score on the MSU Math Placement Test. With the completion of this 
course, students have the option to earn five college credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 
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SCIENCE – 3 OR 4 UNITS 
 

FOUNDATIONS OF PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY (GRADES 9-10) 
The study of physical science is the study of the laws and principles of the 
earth.  God created the physical out of the spiritual; therefore, even though 
we live in a physical world, the spiritual world governs that physical world.  
This physical science course covers three major parts:  Mechanics (7chapters), 
The Atom (4 chapters) and Chemistry (9 chapters).  We will be exploring twen-
ty chapters of our text with regard to connections between the physical sci-
ence concepts of math and qualitative exercises.  The challenge to the student 
is to understand the concepts.  Students appreciate and differentiate among 
major scientific ideas rather than just solving math problems.  Learning the 
rules of the physical world that God has given to us is what this course is all 
about. (1.0 Unit) 
 

BIOLOGY (GRADES 9-10) 
God is our creator!  Biology is the study of that created life.  As a Christian bi-
ology student, you must understand the problem is not only to find infor-
mation, but also to consider information in light of the Word of God.  Follow-
ing are some of the ways we accomplish this:  first, the Christian must know 
the Word of God—READ-STUDY-THINK—meditating upon what God says in 
His Word. Secondly, the Christian must evaluate the source of the statement.  
Scientific statements are based on observation, not guesses.  One must make 
sure one labels a guess just that, a belief or a guess.  The three basic units of 
study in this course are:   The Science of Life—this includes the philosophy and 
theories of many biological discoveries; the History of Life—this includes the 
theories of evolution and biblical creation; and the Science of Organisms— 
this includes a survey of the major groups of living things on our planet and a 
classification of organisms. (1.0 Unit) 
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CHEMISTRY (GRADE 11) 
God is the God of Science and the God of Chemistry.  God spoke and created 
all matter out of nothing.  The spiritual created the physical.  Chemistry is a 
submicroscopic world; therefore, we must study those things that are very 
rarely seen but make up what we know as our universe.  The first six chapters 
constitute a survey of the most basic ideas of chemistry with an emphasis on 
reaction chemistry.  The second unit of chapters, 7 thru 15, expand upon the 
basic ideas presented in unit 1.  More details of electron structure, the full 
potential of the periodic table and the whole spectrum of bonding is present-
ed.  Kinetic theory, quantitative relationships in reactions, water solutions, 
acids, bases and acid-base reactions.  The final unit of chapters, 16 thru 21, 
take several topics that may be considered extensions of basic chemistry.  
Some of the topics that will be covered include:  Redox and electrochemistry, 
organic and biochemistry, and energy and nuclear chemistry (as time per-
mits). (1.0 Unit) 
 

GEOLOGY AND OCEANOGRAPHY (GRADE 12) 
God's creation, whether it be his people or the rocks, have divine purpose.  
They reveal the power and wonder of God and are signs which "declare the 
glory of God".  Indeed, they have a "speech" that they pour forth to all men.  
Rocks and minerals make up the foundations of the earth.  Each is uniquely 
designed by God to display strength, beauty and power.  They are even used 
to describe Christ.  He is the Rock, His work is perfect..., The Lord is my Rock 
and my fortress..., He only is my Rock and my Salvation..., lead me to the 
Rock that is higher than I.  This course will endeavor to show how the 
"foundations of the earth" are all a part of God's plan and purpose to show 
forth to us His glory and His love.  This course will include:  classifying rock 
types and their components; describing and identifying  minerals including 
their deposition and lithification; understanding evidence for uplift and de-
formation of the earth's crust; describing various techniques used to date the 
earth; classifying types of mountains, volcanoes, glaciers, caves, and earth-
quakes; understanding the processes of weathering, mass wasting and 
stream erosion; and describing the composition of seawater, ocean motions, 
the water cycle, the water table, ground water and underground reservoirs. 
(1.0 Unit) 
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DUAL CREDIT CLASSES WITH MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY—BMS 110 (GRADE 12) 
This course will be an exciting new adventure into the wonderful world of 
God's creation.  The relationships between structure and function and home-
ostasis are major themes in the text for this course.  A&P explores the body's 
14 systems in relation to both their biochemical and pathological aspects.  
Studies in the areas of populations of peoples, their genetics and their ecolog-
ical similarities and differences will be discussed.  God has created mankind 
and the world around us to explore and have dominion over. That exploration 
is vast and daunting at times, nonetheless, we will make it a challenge to use 
the wisdom God has given us to learn more about this world and how we 
function in it. With the completion of this course, students have the option to 
earn four college credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 
 

 
PHYSICS—PHY 100 (GRADES 11-12) 
This laboratory course presents basic concepts in physics, including measure-
ment and problem solving, velocity, acceleration, motion, forces, work, pow-
er, heat and temperature.  Students will also explore basic laws of physics, in-
cluding sound waves, reflection and refraction, direct current circuits, the 
chemical and magnetic effects of heat, and nuclear reactions. With the com-
pletion of this course, students have the option to earn four college credit hours. 
(1.0 Unit)  
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE – 2 UNITS 
 

SPANISH I (GRADES 9-11) 
Spanish I is an introductory course designed to introduce students to funda-
mental aspects of Spanish, including grammatical rules, pronunciation, vocab-
ulary and conversation.  Students will develop the four basic skills of commu-
nication (reading, writing, listening and speaking) in Spanish. They will also 
study cultures of Spanish speaking countries and ethnic groups. (1.0 Unit) 
 

SPANISH II (GRADES 10-12)                                                                              
Spanish II  builds upon the foundations of grammar, pronunciation, vocabulary 
and conversational skills taught in Spanish I. Students will continue to develop 
the four basic skills of communication (reading, writing, listening and speak-
ing) in Spanish as well as further cultural studies. (1.0 Unit) 
 

DUAL CREDIT CLASSES WITH MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 
SPANISH III—SPN 101/102 (GRADES 11-12)                                  
In Spanish III students will apply the basic Spanish grammar and vocabulary 
they learned in Spanish I and II as they learn conversational Spanish.  Students 
will also further their understanding of Spanish grammar and continue devel-
oping the four basic skills of communication (reading, writing, listening and 
speaking) as they work toward fluency.  With the completion of this course, 
students have the option of receiving credit for SPN 101 and SPN 102 at Mis-
souri State University, totaling six college credit hours. (1.0 Unit) 
Prerequisite:  This course requires successful completion of Spanish II with a 
grade of “B” or higher or instructor approval. 
 

SPANISH IV—SPN 201/202 (GRADE 12) 
Spanish IV is designed to immerse students in Spanish, as they apply grammar 
concepts from Spanish I-III. Students will gain further understanding of Span-
ish grammar as they acquire knowledge of all 3 moods and 14 tenses of the 
Spanish language. They will also continue to develop the four basic skills of 
communication (reading, writing, listening and speaking) through reading pas-
sages in Spanish and thinking critically as they respond in Spanish.  With the 
completion of this course, students have the option of receiving credit for SPN 
201 and SPN 202 at Missouri State University, totaling six college credit hours. 
(1.0 Unit) 
Prerequisite:  This course requires successful completion of Spanish III with a 
grade of “B” or higher or instructor approval. 
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PRACTICAL ARTS – 2 UNITS 

LIFE MANAGEMENT AND STEWARDSHIP (GRADES 11-12) 
Life Management and Stewardship (LMS) is a course that follows the Person-
al Finance course. In Personal Finance students will introduced to various fi-
nancial scenarios in which they will encounter in their personal life and in 
the business world. They became familiar with conceptual knowledge and 
mathematical calculations involved in personal finance.  Students in the LMS 
course will further apply their concept knowledge and problem solving skills 
through enrichment and project-based activities. Activities include spread-
sheet and presentation development, report and letter writing, topical Inter-
net research and role-play. Students will have the opportunity to listen to 
guest speakers who will share on topics within their field of work and inter-
est, which will pertain to the many life situations students will experience. 
(.5 Units) 
 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS (GRADES 1O-12) 
Introduction to business is designed to introduce students to an overall view 
of the business world and what it entails. Students will become familiar with 
business topics which include business etiquette, domestic and global com-
merce, ethical and social responsibility, business ownership, marketing, ca-
reer opportunities, consumer rights, money management and accounting. 
Students will be involved in classroom discussions that reflect their personal 
opinions on various business-related matters. Writing assignments will be 
given, which will allow students an opportunity to increase their knowledge 
on various business issues while also expanding their personal writing skills.  
(.5 Units) 
 

INTERNSHIP (GRADE 11-12) 
NCA’s Internship program is offered to 12th grade students (may be offered 
to 11th grade students by permission), who will receive 1 or ½ credit in prac-
tical arts. Students will have the opportunity to explore a specific career field 
by serving as interns in a local workplace. Course expectations will include 
attendance, supervisor evaluations, a journal, a written reflection, a re-
search paper, as well as regularly scheduled meetings with the instructor.  
(.5-1 Unit) 
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COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (GRADES 9-12) 
Computer Applications is a semester course in which students will learn how 
to use various software applications to create various projects involving 
word processing, desktop publishing, spread sheets and presentations. The 
course is designed to focus on the development of improving computer 
skills, as well as emphasize the acquisition of applicable and technical infor-
mation pertaining to computers and different application software available. 
Students will apply their knowledge and skills of computers to personal and 
business use. Guided-lessons, assignments and projects are designed to ex-
pand their knowledge, as well as further prepare them for opportunities in 
college and in the workplace where computers will often be used. Students 
will work with software and online applications such as Microsoft Word, Ex-
cel, PowerPoint, Publisher, Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, Lucidpress and Prezi.  
(.5 Units) 

 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY:  MULTIMEDIA (GRADES 9-12) 
Computer Technology is a semester course in which students will learn how 
to use a variety of multimedia software. The course is designed to focus on 
the development of improved computer skills, as well as emphasize the ac-
quisition of factual and technical information pertaining to computer and 
software programs. Students will apply their knowledge and skills of com-
puters to personal and business use. Daily assignments and projects are de-
signed to expand their knowledge, as well as further prepare them for op-
portunities in college and in the workplace where computers will be used. 
Students will areas in multimedia including web design, photography, audio 
and video software. (.5 Units) 

 

COMPUTER WORD PROCESSING (GRADES 9-12) 
Word Processing a semester course designed to establish and emphasize a 
personal application to typing through the use of Microsoft Word.  Students 
will use Word to further enhance their skills and knowledge of various busi-
ness documents, such as memos, letters, reports, etc.  Daily assignments and 
projects are designed to expand their knowledge in using computers, as well 
as prepare them for opportunities in college and in the workplace where 
computers and such software applications will be used. (.5 Units) 
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PERSONAL FINANCE (GRADE 12) 
Personal finance is designed to introduce students to an overall view of the 
various financial scenarios they will encounter in their personal life and in the 
business world. Students will become familiar with not only the conceptual 
knowledge of personal finance but also the mathematical calculations that 
are involved. General topics include careers, income, budgets, credit, spend-
ing, banking, investments and insurance. Students will be involved in class-
room discussions where they will reflect on their own personal opinions re-
garding various financial-related matters. Writing assignments will be given in 
which students will increase their knowledge of various business issues, 
while also expanding their personal writing skills. Students will complete an 
array of exercises that reflect their knowledge of mathematics that are in-
volved in business, as well as personal business. While this course meets a 
practical art, it is also graduation requirement for all students. (.5 Units) 
 
SPEECH (GRADES 9-12) 
Course description is currently being updated and revised. While this 
course meets a practical art, it is also a graduation requirement effective for 
the Class of 2017. (.5 Units) 
 

YEARBOOK AND NEWSPAPER (GRADES 10-12) 

Yearbook and Newspaper is a yearlong course in which students will learn 
and apply various skills related to journalism, including production man-
agement. Yearbook students will create and produce New Covenant Acad-
emy’s annual yearbook Pride, while utilizing business skills such as manag-
ing, marketing, communicating, writing and bookkeeping. Newspaper stu-
dents will create and produce newsletters throughout the school year fo-
cusing on NCA’s secondary students and their activities. Skills students will 
employ include planning, interviewing, writing and editing. Students will 
also focus on print media publishing, which encompasses digital photog-
raphy, photo-editing, graphic design and text layout. Factual and technical 
material pertaining to computer and software programs will be applied in 
order for students to create, design, and publish both the school’s year-
book and newsletters.  (1.0 Unit) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 1 UNIT 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (GRADES 9-12) 
Physical education is a vital part of every student’s education as well as  
maintaining an overall healthy lifestyle. Studies have shown that children who 
are active for at least 30 minutes a day are less likely to suffer from childhood 
obesity, hypertension and other childhood related diseases and sickness-
es.  The goal of the NCA Physical Education program is to promote fitness and 
healthy choices to students of all ages. Students are challenged physically 
through a wide variety of physical activities such as team sports, individual 
sports, build-up games as well as weight training. Physical education is de-
signed for students to enjoy exercising at a young age and to develop exercise 
habits that they will carry with them into adult life. (1.0 Unit) 

HEALTH—.5 UNITS 

HEALTH (GRADES 9/12)  

The purpose of this Health class is to present the Bible as the foundation for a 
healthy lifestyle. This class will deal with the integration of the physical, men-
tal, social and spiritual dimensions of life. These four topics are taught 
throughout the semester using a verity of methods such as lecture, coopera-
tive learning and hands-on activities. (.5 Units) 

 

FINE ARTS – 1 UNIT 

SYMPHONIC BAND (GRADES 9-12)            
Students rehearse and perform music of various styles and difficulty levels. 
Grades are based on participation, attendance, instrumental sound and pro-
duction, and rehearsal technique. Students have opportunities to develop so-
lo and ensemble technique for district and state festivals. Due to the perfor-
mance nature of band, membership is considered to be a yearlong commit-
ment. Members in symphonic band have the opportunity to letter based up-
on their level of commitment and participation in music activities beyond the 
regular classroom schedule. Symphonic band members also have the oppor-
tunity to travel three of their four years in high school to both regional and 
national music competitions in cities such as Chicago, San Antonio, St. Louis 
and Orlando. (1.0 Unit) 

 



48 

 H
igh

 Sch
o

o
l C

o
u

rse D
escrip

ti
o

n
s 

CONCERT CHOIR (GRADES 9-12)           
NCA concert choir is a performance-based course for grades 9-12. Students in 
concert choir engage in a variety of learning activities which include music 
reading, sight singing, rhythmic exercises, improving vocal techniques, en-
semble singing, music theory and music history. Students in concert choir are  
offered numerous opportunities to develop vocally through concerts, music 
competitions and festivals, and conference/district choirs. Acceptance in con-
cert choir is by audition (not based upon ability) and at the discretion of the 
choir director. Due to the performance nature of choir, membership is consid-
ered to be a yearlong commitment.  

Singers have the opportunity to letter in concert choir each based upon their 
level of commitment and participation in music opportunities beyond the 
regular classroom schedule. Concert choir students also have the opportunity 
to travel three of their four years in high school to both regional and national 
music competitions in cities such as Chicago, San Antonio, St. Louis, and Or-
lando. (1.0 Unit) 

 

CHAMBER CHOIR (GRADES 9-12) 
This course is being developed for the 2015-2016 school year. (Course de-
scription depending) 

 

ART (GRADES 9-12)              
High school art builds upon principles learned in middle school and may be 
taken each year in high school. The HS Art program uses the Discipline Based 
Art Education (DBAE) perspective in which students learn four art disciplines: 
Production (Studio), Art Criticism, Aesthetics, and Art History. Each quarter 
features an artist, time period, or culture along with a specific element or 
principle of art. Art media covered in the curriculum includes painting, draw-
ing, sculpture, collage, printmaking, photography and ceramics. Hands-on ac-
tivities provide students opportunities to practice creative and critical prob-
lem-solving. Students desiring to pursue art at the post-secondary level are 
assisted in developing a portfolio. (1.0 Unit) 

 

 
 



 

 

INTRO TO DRAMA (GRADES 9-12)            
Intro to Drama is an academic and performance course in the basic skills of 
theatre arts. The focus of this course is on the different elements in the field 
of theatre, which must be combined in order to create a theatrical produc-
tion, such as pantomime, comedy and dramatic acting, monologues, ensem-
ble acting, Shakespeare, children’s theatre and auditioning. This is not solely 
an acting class. This course also involves academic material with an emphasis 
on the history of theatre as well as the elements of theatre.  (1.0 Unit) 

 

DRURY UNIVERSITY DUAL CREDITS  

Through a collaborative partnership with Drury University, NCA students are 
offered the opportunity to take the following dual credit courses during the 
11th and 12th grade. All courses are taught online using Blackboard. 

COMM 211: Presentational Speaking—3 credit hours 

CRIM 102: Introduction to Criminology —3 credit hours 

ENGL 266: Creative Writing —3 credit hours 

GSTU 210: Desktop Publishing —3 credit hours 

HIST 101: American History to 1865 —3 credit hours 

HIST 102: American History Civil War to Present —3 credit hours 

HIST 107: World History to 1550 —3 credit hours 

HIST 108: World History from 1550 —3 credit hours 

PHIL 100: Introduction to Philosophy —3 credit hours 

PLSC 101: Political Science —3 credit hours 

PSYC 101: Introduction to Psychology —3 credit hours 

SOCI 101: Introduction to Sociology —3 credit hours 

PSYC 230:  Life Span Development  —3 credit hours 
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COLLEGE PLANNING TIMELINE 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL: 

 Think about college as an important part of your future. Discuss your thoughts 

and ideas with your parents, teachers and guidance counselor.  

 Take challenging and interesting classes to prepare for high school. 

 Develop strong study habits. 

 Do your best in school and on standardized tests. 

 If you are having difficulty, do not give up—get help from a teacher, tutor or 

guidance counselor. 

 Become involved in extracurricular activities that let you explore your interests 

and learn new things. 

 Talk to adults, such as your teachers, guidance counselor, librarian, relatives or 

family friends, who have interesting jobs. Ask them, “What do you like about 

your job?” and “What education did you need for your job?” 

 Participate in a job shadow event. 

 Begin exploring colleges and degree programs. 

 Research college costs.  

Source: College Preparation Checklist. U.S. Department of Education. 

EVERY YEAR IN HIGH SCHOOL: 

 Take challenging courses in core academic subjects. Most colleges require 4 

years of English, 3 years of social studies, 3-4 years of mathematics, 3 years of 

science, and many require 2 years of a foreign language. Also many colleges 

are looking for well-rounded students, so make sure and include courses from 

practical arts and fine arts.  

 Stay involved in extracurricular activities. Consider becoming a volunteer at a 

local community service organization or charity. 
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 Talk to your guidance counselor and other mentors about education after high 

school. Your guidance counselor can answer questions about what classes to 

take in high school, how to sign up for standardized tests (i.e. ACT and SAT) and 

where to get money for college. 

 Continue to update your personal plan of study to assure you are on track to 

meet college admission requirements. 

Source: College Preparation Checklist. U.S. Department of Education. 

 

FRESHMAN YEAR: 

 Review “Every Year in High School” on page 52. 

 Enroll in a college preparatory curriculum. 

 When possible, write papers, do projects, etc. about college. 

 Enter essay, speech contests, science fairs/contests for scholarships 

 and awards. 

 Get involved in extracurricular activities. 

 Volunteer in your community. 

 Explore careers and job opportunities in those careers. 

 Study hard and do well in school - from now on your grades will 

 count toward college and will show up on your permanent record. 

 Start to attend events on college campuses (plays, concerts, sporting 

 events, activities related to your major, etc.). 

 Visit with your high school counselor and let her/him get to know you and your 

 goals, career aspirations, schools you are considering, etc. Your parents may 

 want to go along too. 

 Talk to your friends about what they plan to do after college. Talk to 

 your parents and your friends’ parents about what they do. 

 Plan to take the EXPLORE test in the fall of 9th grade.  

Source: Millis, Lance A.  CollegePrep 101. www.collegeprep101.com.  



 

 

SOPHOMORE YEAR: 

 Review “Every Year in High School” on page 52. 

 Take the PLAN test (October). 

 Take the PSAT Test (October) as a practice for when it really counts, next 

 year. 

 Use the internet to start looking at colleges through their web sites. 

 Do not forget to use Missouri Connections to help in your college and career 

 search. 

 Start attending college fairs in your area (where the colleges come in 

 and give away information about their schools). 

 Get involved in extracurricular activities 

 Volunteer in your community 

 Explore careers and job opportunities in those careers (using Missouri  

 Connections, ACT, CollegeBoard, etc). 

 Study hard and do well in school – remember, your grades will count 

 toward college and will show up on your permanent record. 

 Start to attend events on college campuses (plays, concerts, sporting 

 events, activities related to your major, etc.). 

 Continue to meet with your guidance counselor and discuss your goals, career 

 aspirations, schools you are considering, etc.  

 Talk to your friends about what they plan to do after college. Talk to 

 your parents and your friends’ parents about what they do. 

 Take the ACT in the spring (February or April) if you plan to take dual credit your 

 junior year. 

Source: Millis, Lance A.  CollegePrep 101. www.collegeprep101.com.  
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JUNIOR YEAR: 
 
 Review “Every Year in High School” on page 52. 

 This year's academic record will go a long way toward either helping 

 or hurting your chances of gaining admission to your schools of 

 choice. You can make up ground if you have been slacking or you can 

 keep up the hard work you have already exhibited. 

 Take the PSAT in October (this one is to qualify for National Merit 

 Scholarship Competition).  

 Attend an ACT/SAT preparation workshop (if you cannot, you may want to 

 purchase practice books, software, etc. to help you prepare). 

 Take the ACT and/or SAT by no later than the spring semester.  

 Research possible colleges and request or save information in your Missouri  

 Connections portfolio. 

 Visit college campuses (campus tour, visit with advisors/faculty, pick 

 up admission packet). 

 Take rigorous elective courses (extra math, science, foreign language, 

 social sciences, computers, etc.). 

 Talk to friends and family to gather ideas on colleges. 

 Run for leadership positions in school organizations. 

 Ask your high school counselor for suggestions as to colleges you should con

 sider but might not have thought of on your own (based on major, scholar-

 ships, location, etc.). 

 Review the admission criteria for your top schools. Know where 

 you stand in relation to those requirements and work toward changing 

 what you can (if you fall short). 
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 Continue to remain involved in extracurricular activities. 

 Volunteer in your community. 

 Continue exploring careers and job opportunities in those careers (using  

 Missouri Connections, ACT, CollegeBoard, etc). 

 Study hard and do well in school – remember, your grades will count 

 toward college and will show up on your permanent record 

 Start to attend events on college campuses (plays, concerts, sporting 

 events, activities related to your major, etc.). 

 Continue to meet with your guidance counselor and discuss your goals, career 

 aspirations, schools you are considering, etc.  

 Continue talking to your friends about what they plan to do after college, and 

 continue talking  to your parents and your friends’ parents about what they 

 do. 

Source: Millis, Lance A.  CollegePrep 101. www.collegeprep101.com.  

 

SENIOR YEAR: 

 Review “Every Year in High School” on page 52. 

 Take the ACT/SAT in September/October (repeat as necessary or desired).  

 Apply for admission (if seeking early admission).  

 

Mid-Fall  

 Talk to your high school counselor about local scholarships and get the applica-

 tions.  

 Keep checking back periodically throughout the year for information on the 

 latest scholarships.  

 Begin applying for admission to colleges/universities (unless you already have).  

 Apply for scholarships before Christmas break if the application deadline is not  

 earlier (verify the arrival of your application, transcripts, etc.).  
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Spring  

 Attend a financial aid workshop with your parents.  

 Apply for financial aid (as soon after Jan. 1st as possible). 

 Go back for a second or third visit to campuses you really like.  

 It is time to make a decision!  

 

As Soon as You Choose a School  

 Apply for on-campus housing (if you will be living on campus). 

 Get familiar with your college and what you will need when you get there. 

Learn about:  

 o Housing options (on-campus, off-campus, etc.)  

 o Course selection/scheduling  

 o Faculty/programs in your major  

 o Do you need a car? Would a bike be better?  

 o Where will you park?  

 o Should you have your own computer? Desktop or laptop?  

 

Summer Before College  

 Enroll as early as you possibly can.  

 Attend a summer orientation program. Also be sure to enroll in a freshman 

orientation class, even if it is not required.  

 Work with your parents on a financial plan or budget. Where will your money 

 come from? Who pays for what? How/when to ask for more? What consti-

 tutes an emergency?  

 Take a deep breath….remember you have been planning for this moment for 

 several years! 

Source: Millis, Lance A.  CollegePrep 101. www.collegeprep101.com.  



 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSION PLANS AND POLICIES 
 

REGULAR DECISION – Students submit an application by a specified date and re-
ceive a decision in a clearly stated period of time.   

 
EARLY ACTION PLAN - A student may submit an Early Action application without 
making a commitment to attend if accepted. In order to take advantage of the Early 
Action Plan, the application must be filed early in November. Consult with each col-
lege for specific deadline dates. Decisions are sent out sometime in December;  how-
ever, accepted students are not required to respond until May 1. 

 
EARLY DECISION PLAN - Under this plan, students must apply by a certain date 
(usually November 1) and indicate that the school is their first choice institution.  
Notification of acceptance or deferral is sent sometime in December. Applying for 
Early Decision means that the student will attend the school if accepted; therefore, a 
student may file only one Early Decision application. Consult with each college to de-
termine which schools have this admission plan. This is a binding commitment.   

 
ROLLING ADMISSION PLAN – Under this plan, applications are reviewed on a roll-
ing or continuing basis. As soon as the applicant has submitted all required materi-
als, the admissions staff makes a decision to accept or reject the candidate. Applying 
early is advisable. This is especially true in the case of state schools. 

 
RESTRICTIVE EARLY ACTION (REA) – Students apply to an institution of preference 
and receive a decision early. They may be restricted from applying ED or EA or REA 
to other institutions. If offered enrollment, they have until May 1 to confirm.   

 
TIPS: 

 1. Apply as early as possible. 
2.    Arrange for test scores to be sent directly to colleges.   

 3. Students are advised to read all correspondence from colleges carefully.  
If accepted, check the deadline date for reply and deposits. Otherwise, 
the offer of admission may be withdrawn. 

 4. Inform the guidance office in writing to send any additional information 
required for applications, such as mid-year grades. 

 5. All acceptances are subject to final grades and high school gradua- 
  tion. 
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Guidance Counselor 
Responsibilities 

 
 Inform students of college ad-

missions process. 
 Inform students of standardized 

test dates and deadlines for reg-
istration procedures. 

 Discuss college and career 
choices with students and par-
ents. 

 Interpret college admissions 
policies, applications, catalogs 
and bulletins. 

 Provide information regarding 
scholarships and financial aid. 

 Serve as liaison with college ad-
missions representatives and 
others. 

 Prepare high school transcripts 
and write letters of recommen-
dations. 

 Be available to answer student 
and parent questions regarding 
the college admissions and fi-
nancial aid process. 

 
 

Student  
Responsibilities 

 

 Investigate colleges and complete 
applications. 

 Register for appropriate tests and 
meet designated deadlines for reg-
istrations (ACT, SAT I, SAT II). 

 Arrange for college visits and inter-
views. 

 Check college websites for specific 
admissions requirements. 

 Meet college deadlines for applica-
tions, financial aid and admission 
deposits. 

 Arrange to have standardized tests 
scores sent to colleges. 

 Review high school transcript 

 Students should request the guid-
ance counselor to forward tran-
script and counselor recommenda-
tion after the student section of the 
application has been completed.  
Students may complete the tran-
script request (yellow form) or sub-
mit a transcript request via email. 
Submit request at least 10 school 
days before the application dead-
line.  Consult your counselor 
whenever you have questions and/
or concerns. 

 
 
 

COLLEGE ADMISSION RESPONSIBILITIES 



 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSION  
STEP-BY-STEP 

 
 Choosing a college is an exciting and important decision; however, ap-
plying for admission to a college can be overwhelming. NCA’s guidance 
counselor is here to help students and parents navigate through the pro-
cess. When choosing a college there are many factors to be taken into con-
sideration. The guidance office has several free resources to help students 
and parents/guardians gather, organize and evaluate the options. A recom-
mended step-by-step process is outlined here.   

 

THINGS TO DO: 
 
1.  Designate a place to keep all information (forms, lists, instructions, 

publications, thoughts) that apply to college admission - a notebook, 
file drawer or shelf. NCA’s guidance counselor has free college portfoli-
os available in the guidance office. 

 
2.   Visit college websites. Many questions can be answered on a college’s 

website (pay attention to application and scholarship deadlines).  
 
3. Stop by the guidance office and review college guides to help choose 

the school that best meets your needs (public, private, Christian, avail-
able majors).  

 
4. To reduce lists to a manageable size, students should eliminate colleg-

es that clearly do not fit their needs, or those whose admission re-
quirements they do not meet. Students can make an appointment with 
the guidance counselor for help. Students are highly encouraged to use 
Missouri Connections to assist them with the college search. 

 
5. Request information, catalogues and applications from colleges of in-

terest. 
 
6. Arrange to visit colleges. Many colleges have special visit days and 

some offer overnight visits. 
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7. As the applications arrive, keep them together; read through them 

thoroughly, note deadline dates to be taken, fees to be paid and spe-
cific admissions procedures. The guidance office recommends that you 
apply online when the option is available. 

 
8. Students should review their college research when deciding to which 

schools they will apply.  Four or five well-selected colleges is a number 
for most students; although, some students may decide to apply to few-
er schools. Be sure to include at least one “safety school” (a college 
where you are certain you will be accepted and at the same time are 
willing to attend). Ask your guidance counselor for additional help as 
you need it. 

 
9.     Remember the application will most likely be the first impression a col-

lege receives. Fill each application out completely, neatly and intelli-
gently. Give special considerations to essays and/or autobiographies. 
Ask a teacher or counselor to proof-read them for you.  Photocopy the 
application and complete the copy as practice before preparing the 
actual application. Students should keep a copy for their records (if 
you are completing the application by paper). 

 
10.   In addition to the application students may want to submit additional 

materials such as writing samples, slides of art work, cd’s, etc.  Discuss 
the appropriateness of such materials with the guidance counselor. 
(This is more specific to certain degree programs, i.e. art, music, Eng-
lish).  

 
11. Thoroughly and carefully read all correspondence received from a col-

lege. Be sure to read all of the information and look for specific instruc-
tions regarding deadlines for deposits, etc.   

 
 

Student Athletes - Submit the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
Clearinghouse eligibility form  www.ncaaclearinghouse.net .  
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http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp


 

 

FINDING THE SCHOOL THAT IS PERFECT FOR YOU 
 

 It is impossible to examine all of the 4,000+ American colleges, univer-
sities, technical institutes, professional schools and junior colleges.   
 
 Consideration of the following list of factors related to college choice may 
help to identify your priorities as you begin your college search: 
 

Geographic Information: Location, distance from home, city, town, cli-
mate. 

Size: 200-40,000 students 
Co-education or single sex 
Control and Support: public, private, or religious affiliation 
Cost: $2,500- $50,000 per year 
Degree Programs: If you have made a tentative career choice, examine 

colleges, which offer courses in that field.  
Campus Life:  Depending upon your goals and needs, you may be inter-

ested in faculty, laboratories, library, dormitories, recreation facili-
ties, student counseling services, athletics, activities, etc.  

Reputation:  This is related to accomplishment of faculty, alumni and 
students. 

Selectivity:  The more selective colleges accept limited numbers of stu-
dents from among many well-qualified candidates. Most programs 
at these colleges are rigorous and competitive.  

   Environment:  This might be referred to as the "atmosphere" or 
"culture” of the campus. Try to visualize yourself at the particular 
college. You will probably need to visit a school at least one time to 
get a feel for the school’s environment. Also, spend time visiting the 
town/city where the school is located. Some schools are located in 
“college towns” where the entire town is an extension of the col-
lege campus. Chances are you will want to get away from school 
every now and then and it would be good to know what the town/
city has to offer in regards to parks, entertainment, recreations, 
churches, restaurants, etc.   
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THE COLLEGE INTERVIEW 

 
Your meeting with a college admissions officer/interview committee should be a "two-
way street", an opportunity for you to ask questions and an opportunity for the admis-
sions counselor/interview committee to get to know you.  Admissions decisions are rare-
ly based on interviews; however, interviews do serve to demonstrate a your interest and 
may increase your chances of acceptance at some schools. 
 
Here are some questions, which you may choose to ask during the interview: 
 
1. Where do most students come from? 
2. Do most students live on campus? 
3. What kind of student activities are available? 
4. Do most students stay on campus during the weekends? 
5. What is the average course load? 
6. Are special courses offered for freshmen?  Are there required courses? 
7. What are the most popular majors? 
8. Are there sororities and fraternities? 
9. What kind of student does best? 
10. What are my chances of being admitted? 
11. What percentage of freshman return for their sophomore year? 
12. What percentage of students graduate after 4 years of study? 
 

Here is a representative list of questions, which have been asked of students at selective 
college interviews. 

 
1. What is the most important contribution you have made to your  school? 
2. What books have made a lasting impression on you? 
3. Describe some things that make you angry? 
4. In a sentence or two, what points about yourself would you like to leave with the 

school so that we can present your strongest side to our admissions committee? 
 
TIPS: 
 

   1. Check with each college to determine whether or not interviews are required.  If 
so, schedule a meeting with your guidance counselor to review interview skills/
techniques. 

2. Be prompt for college appointments. 
3. Dress neatly and appropriately. 
4. Prepare some questions which are important to you. 
5. Bring an unofficial high school transcript. 
6. Be honest and sincere. 
7. Write a thank you note to the admission counselor/interview committee. 
8. If the representative participates in NCA’s college lunch visits, be sure to say hello 

even if you have already interviewed at the college. Your attendance indicates con-
tinued interest. 
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FINANCIAL AID 
                                      

NEED BASED AID: 
Need based is the difference between what it costs to attend a col-
lege and what you and your family can afford to pay (referred to as 
an EFC).  Students do not have to be “poor” to qualify for financial 
aid, but instead have to demonstrate that a need exists (refer to 
need analysis).   
 
Since the cost of education varies among institutions, students can 
expect to be eligible for different amounts of aid at different colleg-
es. 
 

NEED ANALYSIS: 
Most colleges now require all students to complete the FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid), regardless of whether a student 
will qualify for financial aid or not.  Students may file the FAFSA be-
ginning January 1st of their senior year (http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/).  
Financial need will be determined using the formula below: 
 
+ What it costs to attend the college   
- What a student and his/her family can pay (EFC) 
= Financial Need  
 

FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE: 
Once a student has completed all admissions paperwork and the 
FAFSA, colleges will present students with a financial aid package 
(typically in late spring of the student’s senior year, depending on 
how early the student completed his/her paperwork). The financial 
aid package typically consists of a combination of grants, loans 
(subsidized, unsubsidized and parent loans) and on campus employ-
ment opportunities (scholarships are often sent separately—refer to 
merit based aid). 

 

FINANCIAL AID WEBSITES: 
 www.fafsa.ed.gov  

 http://www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov  
 http://www.fastweb.com/ 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/
http://www.fastweb.com/
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MERIT BASED SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Many colleges have monies available for students who rank in the 
top of their class (based on GPA) and/or have high scores on the ACT 
or SAT. These are awarded based on merit without regard to need.  It 
is important that students are aware of college/university scholar-
ship deadlines, as there are generally no exceptions for late applica-
tions. 
 
Many private organizations provide scholarships to students.  
Parent's employers, labor unions or professional associations may 
sponsor programs. A student’s church, denomination, ethnic or racial 
heritage may qualify him/her for scholarship programs, as may par-
ticipation in local activities or membership in organizations. Special 
talents or skills can create scholarship opportunities. Ask the guid-
ance counselor for information about scholarships from these 
sources. 
 
Each of the Armed Services sponsors a variety of programs which 
may be considered by students who plan to attend college. The ser-
vice Academies (Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant 
Marine) are well known to most students. Application for Congres-
sional nomination takes early planning and juniors are strongly ad-
vised to see their counselors for specific information in the spring se-
mester of the junior year. 
 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs are sponsored by the 
Armed Services on many college campuses. Advanced ROTC (last two 
years of college) provides stipends for students. Students interested 
in ROTC may also apply for four year college ROTC scholarships.   

 
 
Do not forget to visit the guidance counselor’s webpage for a list of cur-
rent scholarships at: 
http://www.newcovenant.net/academics/scholarships.cfm.  
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http://www.newcovenant.net/academics/scholarships.cfm


 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

1.     What is the difference between a college and a university? 
A college is usually considered to be a two or four year school beyond the high 
school level which gives degrees to those who complete an approved program of 
study. A university is the broader term, which usually indicates two or more col-
leges, which grant degrees and which are themselves part of the same institution. 
For example, Missouri State University has several undergraduate colleges includ-
ing Liberal Arts and Letters, Business, Education, Health and Human Services, Hu-
manities and Public Affairs and Natural and Applied Sciences. In addition, univer-
sities often include graduate schools, which offer advanced degrees and opportu-
nities for research. 

 
2.      How do colleges select their students? 

The applicant's high school academic record is the most significant factor in gain-
ing admission to a college. Standardized test scores, letters of recommendation 
and extracurricular activities provide important supportive information. 
 

3. When is the best time to visit a college? 
 Usually it is best to visit when colleges are in session so that you can observe the 

typical campus activities, speak to students and attend classes.  Students should 
allow plenty of time for visits and not try to cover more than two colleges in a 
single a day.  Most colleges offer tours and information sessions and have admis-
sions representatives to help answer questions and coordinate visits.  
 

4. What should a student try to see during the visit on campus?  
 Classes, dining hall, libraries, and recreational facilities are some important places 

to check out. Try to get some idea of the spirit of the student body and the gen-
eral college atmosphere. 
 

5.  How many applications should a student file? 
 The Guidance Office recommends that students apply to several colleges repre-

senting a range of selectivity. At least one “safety” school should be included. 
  
6.  What is rolling admissions? 
 Many colleges notify applicants of their decisions when all required documents 

have been submitted (usually within four to six weeks).  Most state universities 
are on a rolling admission.  The Guidance Office recommends that students apply 
in September and October of their senior year to avoid missing early deadlines.  

 

7.  What is the difference between early decision and early action? 
 An early decision applicant makes a commitment to attend the school, if ad-

mitted.  An early  action applicant receives early consideration without making a 
commitment to attend the school if he or she is admitted. 
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8.  When is the deadline to apply for college? 

Colleges have varying application dates. It is important to check with each prospective 

college to determine application deadlines. The Guidance Counselor at NCA recom-

mends students to apply early in their senior year to avoid missing application and 

scholarship deadlines. 

9. What does a student’s high school transcript include? 
 A high school transcript is a record of all high school credit courses taken during 

grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 with semester grades and a cumulative average. Tran-
scripts will also have the student’s highest ACT/SAT score listed; however, many 
colleges are now requiring students to have scores sent directly from ACT or 
College Board.  

 
10. When should I take the ACT? 
 Students planning on taking dual credit during their junior year should plan to take the 

ACT during the spring of their sophomore year. All NCA students should plan to take 
the ACT in both their junior and senior year. 

 
11. How do colleges receive standardized test scores? 

Many colleges now require that students have scores forwarded directly from 
ACT or College Board.  If a student does not designate a college when register-
ing to take either test, the student may submit an online request from ACT or 
College Board and have his/her scores sent (additional fees apply). 

 
12. How does a student know which standardized tests to take? 
 Students should check with each college they are applying to in order to deter-

mine which tests the school requires and which tests they prefer. While all col-
leges in the U.S. accept the ACT, some colleges require additional SAT or SAT 
Subject Tests. Students may want to visit with the guidance counselor for more 
advice.   

  
13. How important are letters of recommendation? 

Recommendations are most helpful when they are written by someone who 
knows the individual student well and can make significant comments in any of 
the following categories:  academic ability and interests, personal/character 
qualities, participation in extracurricular activities, participation in community 
activities, special projects, etc. Students should provide the person writing the 
recommendation with a stamped addressed envelope and allow at least two 
weeks before the recommendation is due.  

 
14. How do students/parents find information about scholarships? 

 Scholarships are offered by both colleges/universities and private sources. Students are 
 encouraged to check college websites for scholarship offers and requirements. There 
 are also scholarship databases, such as Fastweb, that help match students to possible 
 scholarships. The Guidance Counselor also maintains scholarship information on the 
 school website with information/links to several scholarship opportunities. 

  

Th
e C

o
llege A

p
p

licati
o

n
 P

ro
cess   



 

 

SURVIVING COLLEGE AS A CHRISTIAN 

Get to know your professors— This provides you with a great opportunity to 
go deeper in your learning and is a great way to begin networking.  College 
professors are a wonderful source of references when you begin your post-
college job search. If your professor is a Christian, this will provide an addi-
tional resource for counsel and advice. 

Choose an accountability partner or Christian mentor—Every believer needs 
other believers for support, prayer, and accountability.  Accountability is 
particularly important as students leave the protection of their parents 
home to enter college and are faced with a wide variety of new choices, op-
portunities and temptations.  This accountability partner should be some-
one spiritually mature who will give honest, sometimes painful feedback 
and encouragement. 

Choose a base of Christian friends—Your deepest friendships should be 
formed with other believers.  These friends can lift you up and provide wise 
counsel and encouragement, as well as accountability.  They will have simi-
lar beliefs and goals, and will provide an important support network, as well 
as positive social interactions.  You should seek to form friendships with non
-believers, but they should not be your closest friends (they shouldn’t be 
the friends from whom you seek advice).  Be careful with non-believers that 
you lift them up, instead of letting them “drag” you away from God and 
your beliefs. 

Date only those people who have marriage potential—Dating is a process in-
tended to help you choose the best possible marriage partner.  Choosing to 
date someone opens up emotional ties, which are often outside of your 
conscious control.  It is emotionally dangerous to date someone who does 
not share your religious or other core beliefs, as you cannot assume they 
will change after you fall in love with them. Dating a non-believer can leave 
you with a  difficult choice of (a) committing your life to someone who is 
ambivalent toward or even opposed to your beliefs, or (b) breaking up with 
someone with whom you have fallen in love. 

Continue involvement in church—It is important for every believer to have a 
regular time of worship, corporate prayer, scripture-based teaching and 
Christian fellowship. 
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Get involved in campus Christian organizations—Campus Crusade for Christ, 
Ichthus, Navigators, Campus Christian House, Baptist Student Union and 
other Christian organizations offer a wide variety of Bible studies, worship 
services, fellowship,  opportunities for Christian service, and are a great 
place to meet other believer on campus. 

Continue to have daily devotions and a prayer time—This is true of every be-
liever and is necessary for Christian growth. 

Be prepared to defend your faith—College is an important time for clarifying 
and solidifying your beliefs. It is also a time when you are likely to have your 
beliefs challenged. Often times, professors and other students will raise 
points or opinions that contradict your beliefs and may even insinuate that 
your beliefs are not only wrong but are a sign of ignorance. Their opinions 
or theories may sound good, but Truth is always superior, especially when 
you know how to make a strong argument based on Christian apologetics.  
Apologetics does not simply mean that you give the standard answer, 
“Because the Bible says so”. Many professors at secular colleges are athe-
ists, so they will not be impressed or swayed by knowing that something 
was recorded in the Bible. On the other hand, many secular arguments are 
based upon weak logic. These arguments are easy to unravel if the weak-
nesses are pointed out.  

Avoid temptation—Sounds cliché, but it is critical to survival in college. If you 
are tempted to drink, do not go to the party where alcohol will be readily 
available. Similarly, if you are in a serious dating relationship and struggle 
with physical temptation, be cautious about spending time alone with the 
person you are dating.  

 



 

 Christian Education with… 
 

417-887-9848                           3304 S. Cox Rd. Springfield, Missouri 65807              www.newcovenant.net 

 


